Judith Ann Russell
October 23, 1939 - March 22, 2021

RUSSELL, Judith Ann, age 81, of Oregonia, passed away Monday, March 22, 2021 at her
home surrounded by her loved ones.
Judy graduated from Fairview High School, in Cleveland, Ohio, with the class of ‘57.
Following high school, she attended Ohio University where she was a member of Alpha Xi
Delta Sorority, was tapped for Mortar Board and earned an Associates of Arts degree in
1959. After graduating and an additional year of study at Ohio University, she was
employed at American Greetings in Cleveland as a commercial artist until she married and
started a family with her husband, Terry.
Judy and Terry met at Ohio University and, following Terry’s military service and civilian
employment at NASA in Cleveland, they settled in Forest Park, Ohio, in 1968, where they
were residents for almost 26 years. Although she had the opportunity to return to school
and the full-time professional business world, Judy chose to dedicate her life to her family
and volunteer work. She was active on the Forest Park Beautification Committee, which
among several projects of which Judy was a part, enabled the city to earn the title of Tree
City USA from the Arbor Day Foundation. She served as a local fundraising chairperson
for the American Heart Association for many years, and when her children were young,
wore the hats of room mother, scout leader, and soccer coach. As her kids got older, she
also enjoyed owning her own residential and commercial wallpapering business for
several years, where she worked in partnership with a friend and her sister.
A member of the Greenhills Community Church – Presbyterian for many years, Judy
served as a deacon and Sunday school teacher and made lifelong, treasured friendships
that last to this day. She enjoyed cooking and sewing, and was a consummate problem
solver. Driven by a strong German Protestant work ethic, Judy readily volunteered to
assist with church projects from the youth group’s annual plant sale to potluck dinners,
and utilized her artistic talents to create and sew banners for religious holidays and assist
with the remodeling of the church sanctuary, including the design of a new stained glass
window for the altar. In later years, Judy volunteered with Matthew 25 Ministries and was a

member of the Progressive Women’s Club in Waynesville, where she served for more
than 24 years as a key member of the planning committee for the spring auction that
raises funds for college scholarships and other endeavors.
In 1994, Judy and Terry moved to Oregonia, where they built their dream home along the
Little Miami River, based upon a design that Judy had been working on in her head for
many years. She had an amazing eye as a space planner and could seemingly visualize
things in 3-D. She often talked about how she had mentally lived in every space inside the
home long before it was ever built, and she and her family are grateful that it was in her
home where they were able to say goodbye. Also as a longtime resident of Bass Haven
Marina in Marblehead, Ohio, Judy enjoyed great friendships with fellow “weekend
warriors”, was a member of the Power Squadron, and as Terry would humbly admit, was
often a better fisherman than he.
Judy fiercely loved her family, each and every one of them. She was an incredible wife,
mother, sister, and friend, and as she bravely faced her battle with cancer, also earned the
title of “Mama Bada**”. Terry attributes their strong and successful marriage to largely
allowing Judy to guide them through life and admits that she rarely steered them wrong.
Judy was preceded in death by her parents John and Lucile Falkenstein, brother-in-law
David Kelch, granddaughter Miriam, and a sweet but ornery female miniature schnauzer
named Fred. In addition to her loving husband of almost 60 years, Judy is survived by her
two sons David Scott (Babette) Russell and Timothy John (Elizabeth) Russell; one
daughter Tracy Ellen Russell (fiancé Scott Weinert); eight grandchildren Justin (Tiffany)
Chandler, Andrew Russell, Alexandra Russell, Sydney Russell, Emma Russell, Victoria
Russell, Abigail Russell, and Savannah Russell; two great grandchildren Isaac and
Isabella Chandler; and her beloved sister Joann Kelch.
A memorial service and celebration of Judy’s life will be held on Saturday, April 10 at 3:00
pm at the family residence in Oregonia and will be officiated by Rev. Judith Little. Please
bring a mask to wear and dress comfortably as the service will be held in a tent outside.
Those desiring to attend are encouraged to arrive at 2:30 PM as the memorial service will
begin promptly at 3 PM. Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home in Waynesville is serving the
family. In lieu of flowers, contributions may be made to Matthew 25 Ministries, Hospice of
Cincinnati, and the American Cancer Society.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Stubbs-Conner Funeral Home - April 08, 2021 at 05:14 PM

“

Gracious Lavender Basket was purchased for the family of Judith Ann Russell.

April 10, 2021 at 09:44 AM

“

Sincerely, Marilyn, Jerry, Kevin & Cecy purchased the Your Light Shines for the
family of Judith Ann Russell.

Sincerely, Marilyn, Jerry, Kevin & Cecy - April 09, 2021 at 05:25 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Judith Ann Russell.

April 08, 2021 at 08:28 PM

“

Judy was such a kind person. We loved being a part of our neighborhood and Judy
always made sure the annual Christmas party went off without a hitch. She knew
everyone. We certainly will miss her. Hugs to her close family.

Diane and Bob Colvin - March 28, 2021 at 11:51 AM

“

This was my Aunt Judy. She was my favorite aunt. She was such a bright light and
I'm sad that she's gone. I'm glad she's not in any pain any more though. I have many
lovely childhood memories with her and will miss her. Fly with the angels Aunt Judy. I
love you.

Debra Russell Brentlinger - March 27, 2021 at 07:16 PM

“

Way too many wonderful and fun memories of various times spent with Judy over the
forty years of our friendship. Always looked forward to vacation times, volunteer
opportunities, or just hanging out! She is definitely a “chosen” sister I will miss. May
she Rest In Peace. Bill and I hope to see you soon Terry.
Karen Cramer

Karen Cramer - March 27, 2021 at 08:34 AM

“

Judy and her sister Joanne reached out to us when we moved to the are and made
us feel a part of the Waynesville/Oregonia family. She is in heaven starting another
neighborhood family. Sorry for your loss.

cheryl ann skinner - March 27, 2021 at 07:32 AM

“

Mr. Russell, I’m deeply saddened Judy passed. I understand she died at home.
Home is best. She always behaved in a dignified manner; a characteristic I’ll never
learn. You’ll find you’ll be o.k. That’s what Judy wants for you.
Diane Zodikoff

Diane Zodikoff - March 26, 2021 at 02:39 PM

“

Aunt Judy, thank you for your kindness. And for blessing our family when there was no
room at the inn. Our family will be forever grateful. She specifically designed her windows
so we could meet, “Buck”, Lol. Thank you for helping us all sort our lives out! Rest
peacefully in his arms forever more, Russell, Hightower, Meyers families.
Russell Family - March 29, 2021 at 07:56 AM

“

Terry, Bob and I are so sorry to hear of Judy's passing. She was such a caring and loving
person. We hope that the memories of the life you shared will be a comfort to you now and
in the years to come.
With sympathy and prayers
Bob and Sissy Simons
Bob and Sissy Simons - March 29, 2021 at 09:17 PM

